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ORIGINAL COMMUNICATIONS. 

Singular Effects of the Hydrate of Chloral. Reported bv 0. H. Seeds 
M.D., of Columbia, Texas. 

October 25. I have under treatment Mrs. ,T. N., set. 26, who has had 
ieacorrhma ever since puberty, accompanied with more or less dysmenor¬ 
rhea J but she has suffered more from the latter since marriage, five or six 
years ago. She is of a nervous temperament; dyspeptic the greater part of 
her life; has never been pregnant; during menstruation, and the suffering 
attending it, has taken a considerable quantity of morphia. From the excel¬ 
lent effects I have observed from chloral in a great number of cases, I was 
led to give it to her, and, after a thorongh trial at different times, for several 
months, during menstruation, after and before, in small and large doses, I 
found that, in doses of twenty grains, it caused natural, quiet sleep, lasting 
from four to six hours, when its soporific effectsbegin to pass off; then fol¬ 
lows diplopia in its worst form, succeeded in fifteen or twenty minutea by 
muse® volitnntes. To nse her own language, "everything appears double, 
and flies or dark spots pass before her eyes.” Her eyelids become red and 
swollen; conjunctiva injected. She complains of vertigo and nausea; bnt 
all unpleasant symptoms disappear in about the Same length of time that 
the drug acted oo her as a hypnotic. It always affects her in proportion 
to the quantity given. I would also state that this patient bears chloroform 
very well; no bad effects are produced, excepting once in a while a slight 
nausea some hours afterwards. 

Singular Bony Tumour of Great Toe; Amputation of Toe; Com¬ 
plete Recovery. By JosErn R. Beck, M.D., or Fort Wayne, III. 

Some time during the summer of 1864, my attention was directed to a 
angular growth, issuing apparently from the point of her great toe of the 
left foot, by Mrs.-, married, a;t. 40, and in good health, who in¬ 

formed me that this enlargement had then existed for nearly a year, and 
*ns latterly growing much more rapidly than before. The tumour was 
about as large as a hazelnut, perfectly smooth, and very hard. The colour 
did not differ from that of the surrounding tissue, but there seemed to be 
considerable vascular engorgement of the whole toe. 

The history of the growth, as related by Mrs. -, was this : About 

a year previous to my examination of her foot, she had occasion to wear 
a pair of shoes that were both too tight and too short (particularly the 
aad from the irritation caused by wearing them a couple of hours 
the dates the commencement of this trouble. She at first imagined that 
the toe-nail was about to become troublesome, but, after two or three 
mouths’ suffering, the tumour became apparent, and was followed by some 
relation of pain.. The tumour continued to grow from that time to the 
date of my first inspection, with only periodical attacks of pain, which, 
however, were very severe. 
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When I first saw the case, after diagnosticating a simple bony tumour 
I recommended its removal by amputation. This the patient would not 
submit to, and the matter dropped out of my mind for a time. 

Some time in August of 1868 I was again asked to see the tumour 
which, had grown to the length of an inch, and was very troublesome.' 

By the advice of her family physician, Dr. W-, she had for some time 

used the tincture of iodine externally, but without any beneficial effect 
whatever; and she had on her own account used other applications in 
the way of embrocations. I saw the case this time with two physicians 
who were of the opinion that the growth should not be interfered with 
inasmuch as a cancerous diathesis was supposed to exist in some of the 
collateral branches of the patient’s family (some relatives of hers had died 
from what were supposed to be cancerous affections), and if even this 
growth should prove not to be carcinomatous, yet there was danger that 
its removal might arouse some latent cancerous diathesis. My opinion 
was again for the diagnosis of a benignant bony tumour, and an imme¬ 
diate removal; both of which were, however, overruled, and the patient 
again tried palliatives for a season. 1 

On the 22d of February, 1869, I again saw the tumour, which had by 
this time grown to the length of an iuch and a half, was about an inch 
m diameter, cylindrical in shape, and extending iu width from the plantar 
surface of the toe up squarely against the under surface of the nail The 
latter was perfectly healthy, and the tumour itself differed only in appear- 
ance from the rest of the foot by presenting a darker colour along its 
dorsal surface, and by'being somewhat discoloured by iodine. The pain 
was now very severe when the foot was used, and was lancinating in its 

character, but did not seem to shoot back into the foot Dr W_and 

I saw the case together on the 23d, nud, at the request of the patient, I 
removed the toe, at a point midway between the first and second phalan¬ 
geal articulations. 

A careful examination of the tumour revealed the following: Section 
lengthwise through toe and tumour showed the latter to consist of o per¬ 
fectly natnrnl growth of bone, surrounded on all sides, except the base 
by periosteum, and only united to the end of the phalanx by a divisional 
septum of fibro-cartilaginous tissue, which, under a moderately high power 
of the microscope, was shown to have been the basement membrane from 
which the new growth of bone took its departure. This fibro-cartilagi¬ 
nous membrane was undoubtedly once the covering periosteum of the end 
of the phalanx, and the irritation produced by the short toe must not only 
have stimulated its action as periosteum, but also have converted it into 
fibro-cartilaginous tissue. A longitudinal section of bone, under the mi¬ 
croscope, revealed the fact that the bone-cells were in every respect per¬ 
fectly normal, and that no difference existed between those of the toe and 
those of the tumour, except that those of the latter were more vascular 
and less compact than those of the former. 

Under the use of warm water-dressing, the wound speedily healed, and 
the patient does not experience the slightest incouvenience from the 
operation. 

This is an excellent illustration of how slight a cause will sometimes not 
only impair nutrition, but actually pervert it. 

Description of a Knife for Operations on Club and Inverted Kails. 
By J. Stockton Hough, M.D., of Philadelphia. 

Having had occasion recently to do the palliative operation for con- 
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genital club-nail, in a lady (where the nails had, by irritation produced by 
pressure, caused reflex paralysis), and not being able to find a knife ex¬ 
actly suited to the operation, I devised the one described and figured 
below. 



The blade is short, that it maybe more easily controlled ; the extremity 
being narrow, that it may be easily turned at an angle to the surface to 
be cut; and, most important of all, it is probe-pointed, that it may not 
wound the tissues beneath. The cutting edge is on a line with the centre 
of the handle, which renders it less liable to torn in the hand. The blade 
is continued through the handle, and terminates at the opposite extremity, 
like the scalpel handle. 

The handle is bulky, and will not turn in the grasp. This is a great 
desideratum in a knife for this purpose, as it renders it much more con¬ 
trollable than an ordinary scalpel. On the back of the blade is a scraper, 
to level the inequalities, and reduce the thickness of the nail (after cutting 
is no longer safe), and render it flexible. The scraper is not a knife-edge, 
but is ground flat, like a skate-runner. The knife is made by Mr. Gemrig, 
of this city. 

2003 Walnut St., Philada., Sept. 1871. 

Wound of the Innominate Artery. By R. W. Erwin, M.D., of Athens, 
Ohio. 

The interesting feature in this case is the length of time that intervened 
between receipt of injury and the termination of life by syncope and death. 

On the 28th of September last, W. L. W., a man aged about 30 years, 
was killed in this county by a stab with a large, heavy pocket-knife, in the 
hands of a man above seventy years of age. The blade of the knife was 
from a half to three-quarters of an inch in width, and from two and a 
half to three inches in length. It entered transversely the body of W., 
immediately above the stemo-clavicular articulation of right side, sever¬ 
ing the tendinons portion of sternal origin of mastoid mnscle, passed back¬ 
ward nnd slightly to left through the sterno-thyroid muscle, divided the 
arteria innominata in two-thirds its diameter, close to its bifurcation into 
right subclavian and carotid arteries, thence through the trachea and 
(esophagus, terminated at a depth of a quarter of an inch in the body of a 
cervical vertebra. The external wound was less than an inch long, and 
g^ped, when the body was in a horizontal position, about two lines. The 
blood had gushed out through the mouth and nose as well as through 
the external cut. According to the testimony before the coroner, W., 
on being struck, immediately turned and walked rapidly away. He was 
subsequently found at a distance of fifty-nine yards from place of injury. 
That he had walked the distance was evident from the profuse spurts of 
blood on the ground, marking his way. The hemorrhage may have been 
checked in some measure by his hand and by flexure of the neck, but 
that he should walk so far, and avoid inequalities of ground (which he 
did, as shown by his footprints and blood upon the ploughed ground), is 
a matter of interest 

In searching for other cases, I find only one of a similar character. It 
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differed m to nature of cut (see London Medical Gazelle, 1832 to] t „ 
183), and the victim mast have suffered fatal sjncope much earlier than hi 
the present instance. The wound was by a knife, the incision being 
seven inches long and three inches deep, dividing the trunk of the carotid 
artery, and all the principal branches of the external carotid and jugulm 
In this state the murdered woman ran twenty-three yards, crossin^ln the 
way a bar gate three feet ten inches high. b 

Athens, Ohio, Nor. 6, 1871. 

Difficult Labour; Twin Pregnancy; One Fodus Plighted, the other 
Lmng. By D. Norwood, M.D., of Esperance, Schoharie County, N. Y. 

September 8,1870, at 7 A.M., I was sent for to see Mrs. F_ who 

had been in labour since 5 PM. She was attended by a midwife, but her 
friendsi becoming alarmed, called me in. I found her nearly exhausted and 
much depressed in mind, from a firm conviction, as she expressed it, ‘‘that 
something wrong.” Upon further inquiry, she said that since 
the third month of her pregnancy she lmd had strange feelings, and that 
^ Ith been jery poor, while in all her previous pregnancies it 
had been excellent She had applied to several physicians, and they re- 
garded it as a temporary derangement of the stomach, consequent on 
gestation; hod prescribed carminatives and mild laxatives, but without 
benefit. On making an examination, I found the child firmly impacted 
L ^D Pe V1 u’ 1 W1 $ th i e e £“ rm ? nd shoulder presenting (the position being 
the left cephalo-ihac). Her pains at this time were trifling and irregular, 
bnt, under the influence of encouragement and stimulants, they rapidly 
increased in strength and frequency, and in an hour and a half with 
mniinnl assistance, she was delivered of a healthy male child, weighing 
eight pounds, by spontaneous pelvic evolution. 

The child was resuscitated with difficulty. The uterus contracted 
promptly, and the placenta was removed in thirty minutes. On examin¬ 
ing the placenta, I found it to be a double one, or rather two distinct 
placentas, united by a membranous bridge, bnt without vascnlar connec- 
tion. One placenta was of the usual size; the other about one-third that 
ot the first, with the membranes intact, very dense, and of a white, fibrous 
appearance, and so contracted that they showed plainly the ontlines of a 
fmtns underneath. Upon making a section of the membranes, I found a 
fetus of apparently three to three and a half months. There was no 
offensive odour or other sign of putrefaction. The mother made a good 
recovery. b 

This case is interesting— 

First From the absence of hemorrhage, local discharges, etc. The 
only trouble was an irritable stomach and “strange feelings,” which the 
patient complained of, bnt could not describe. 

Secondly. The prognosis in spontaneous evolution is unfavourable to 
the mother, and peculiarly so to the child. Accordiag to Velpeau, in 137 
cases there were 125 children stillborn. In this case the conditions were 
very avourable; the mother being a large, healthy woman, pelvis very 
large and roomy, and this being her sixth pregnancy, her children always 
being of large size, and her labours comparatively easy. 

. Thirdly. From showing a case of twin pregnancy proceeding to the 
third month; then one foetns becoming blighted, and the other proceeding 
to full term, and being bom a strong, healthy child. 
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Case of Poisoning from Opium, and its Treatment by the Hypodermic 
Use of Belladonna. By Hasford Walker, M.D., of Marion C. H., Ma¬ 
rion County, South Carolina. 

On the night of July 24, 1871, I was called in great haste to see a 
patient who had swallowed inadvertently a large quantity of a concentrated 
tincture of opium, equivalent to about six or eight grains pulv. opii. I 
found the patient (a young girl of fifteen years of age) completely coma¬ 
tose, and, on opening the eyes, and placing my finger on the conjunctiva, 
there was no sensibility whatever evinced. The pupils were very much 
contracted, the respiration stertorous and difficult, the pulse full, slow, and 
labouring, a dark suffusion of the countenance, and an almost total absence 
of sensibility to external impressions. 

I gave without delay, but with extreme difficulty, on account of the 
almost paralyzed condition of the muscles of deglutition, emetics of mus¬ 
tard and ipecac, followed by copions draughts ot warm water, tickling 
the fauces and throat with feathers, and, in fact, doing all that is usually 
done in such cases. Vomiting not being produced, and being, unfortu¬ 
nately, without a stomach-pump, I determined to have recourse to the 
hypodermic syringe, relying upon the antidotal power of belladonna. I 
administered hypodermically, in solution, one grain and a half of the alco¬ 
holic ext. belladonna, and with magical effect, the pupils, from a state of 
eitrerae contraction, became dilated, and copious emesis followed in a 
very few minutes. 

As soon as the contents of the stomach were evacuated, the patient 
being very much prostrated, I administered strong coffee and stimulants, 
both hypodermically and by the mouth, and in the short space of two 
hours from the exhibition of the poison she had sufficiently recovered to 
recognize and speak to those about her. 

She suffered no inconvenience as a result of this treatment, except a 
slight degree of inflammation, for a day or two, from the punctures made 
by the use of the hypodermic syringe, which readily yielded to treatment 
by cold applications, &c. 

This case affords a striking example of the physiological antugouism 
existing between belladonna or atropia, aud opium or its alkaloids, or 
vice versa, particularly when administered by the hypodermic method, 
and demonstrates to my mind the great benefit to be derived from its use 
in such cases. 


DOMESTIC SUMMARY. 

Bromide of Calcium.— Dr. Wm. A. Hammond calls attention (New York 
Mea. Journal, December, 1871) to this article. He states that during the 
last Tew months he ba3 used it in a number of cases in which the bromides were 
’ ant * k ^isfied of its great efficacy. 

The dose," he says “is from fifteen to thirty grains or more for an adult, 
it is especially useful in those cases in which speedy action is desirable, as, 
owing to its instability, the bromide is readily set free, and its peculiar action 
on the organism obtained more promptly than when either of the other bro¬ 
mides is administered. Chief among these effects is its hypnotic influence, and 
nence the bromide of calcium is particularly beneficial in cases of delirium 
re S 3 ’ 10 the insomnia resulting from intense mental labour or excitement, 
for lhU8, 1 I ? a J c a f> ent,eman * w ho, owing to business anxieties, had not slept 
or several nights, and who was in a state of great excitement, a single dose of 


